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Respect for Others 



In Anarchist organisations, a group of people are brought togeth- 
er with the common intferest of working for the cause of anarchy. 
But different individuals have different ideas of how the Anarch- 
ist utopia should be arrived at and organised. So to ensure the 
continued existence of these groups, and to prevent energy-wast- 
ing battles between comrades, here are a number of points concer- 
ning our treatment of each other. 

- We should understand that everybody has basic human needs, and 
strive for the greatest possible fulfillment of all people. 

- It is important to listen to and try to understand others ideas 
of self-management etc. rather than just blocking them out if 
they are contradictry to your own ideas - tolerance of other 
people's viewpoints is essential. 

- On the other hand, each individual should remain crtically 
independant rather than just blindly accept another's viewpoint. 

- "Power cannot be applied unless people abdicate their critical 
responsibility".* So if everyone remains critically independant 
there will be no chances for anyone to try and gain power over 
the others. 

*Tbis quote, and other bits of information were gained from a 
document entitled 'Internal Democracy' -written by a member of 
Brisbane's Self-Management Group, active around 1973 - 

All these things require self-discipline in that you have to 
discipline yourself into the correct treatment of others. But 
the more it is practiced, the less it becomes a conscious effort 
of our mind. It becomes a positive aspect of our personalities. 
This humane treatment of each other furthers the unity of the 
group, thus enabling people to work closer together and produce 
results . 



Unity is also furthered through common experiences in practice, 
and by having theoretical discussions in order to have an inter- 
of different viewpoints. These discussions stimulate the mind, 
and make it possible to unit on perspectives of different 
problems. 
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LONG LIVE ANARCHY! 



AUTONOMY 

Autonomy. The concept of self-determination. The right to 
make decisions .for yourself 'about those things which directly 
affect you. It's an idea that is totally removed froin anything 
they ever taught you at school. At school you're taught to obey 
preferably without questioning the authorities giving the order- 
s. And if you do start to question their right to tell you what 
to do, you become labelled as a trouble maker. I'm sure I don't 
need to tell you what that means. 

. Yes indeed, labelled as a trouble maker. Because you want to 
make your own decisions. Because you don't want to wear a unif- 
orm, or you want to smoke or you want to be somewhere else. A 
student makes a suggestion at school, about something that affe- 
cts their life and they'll be ignored. Or punished if their 
suggestion was'nt 'respectful' enuff. 

But if your good and accept all they say, then one day you 
might get to give orders to people who'll be below you. People 
who are'nt allowed to make their own decisions. Won't that be 
fun?? 

Schools are where it starts, but certainly not where it stops 
All your lire there are little bosses who are telling you what 
to do. Clerks, politicians, judges, police, soldiers, parking 
attendants, teachers, psychiatrists, foremen, managers, bosses, 
supervisors. Hundreds of little beaurocrats with their little 
rules and regulations, their little forms and penalties. Every 
time you blink there's a new law. Giving you fines, taking you 
to court. Cutting you off the dole. Sacking you. Putting you in 
jail. In a hospital. Giving you drugs. Making decisions? Like 
whether you watch the commercials on channel seven or channel 
nine. The ability to make decisions in our own lives has been 
smothered to the point where we can hardly do anything without 
the aid, permission, or approval of a 'higher authority'. No 
wonder many people are no longer able to even make a simple 
decision like giving up cigarettes. 

AN OUT LINE OF PARLIMENTRY DEMOCRACY IN ACTION 

You don't like the system son? Why don't you vote. Ilahahaha. 
Wait three years and choose between two politicians. Vote for 
one. If more people in your area vote for this candidate than 
for the other, then your selected candidate will become a 'memb- 
er of parliment'. You get to choose who gives you orders. 

Now, write to your elected representitive with your complaint 
s. In return you will receive a form letter from his secretary. 
Alright then. Wait for another three years. and vote for another 
candidate. If this candidate gets elected you can write another 
complaint and get another form letter in reply. 

If you get a whole lot of people to write letters or sign a 
petition about one specific complaint, then your elected candi- 
date may go on T.V. to announce that an enquiry will be held. 

If he can get senior members of his party to allow this. If his 
party isn't 'in power' you*ve got no hope right.from the start. 
But supposing all goes well and there ±s_ an enquiry, then it 
will take at least two years before any conclusion is reached 
and the results will be either hushed up or forgotten about. 
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DemQeracy. What a stupid farce. And they say Anarchy is impos- 
b u could be a °y worse than the system that exists. 

We humans waste so much time telling each other what to do. 

and energy is spent in giving orders and making 
sure that those orders are obeyed. I know this much. If this 
world was run on Anarchist principles, there would be food, 
clothing, shelter, medical care, education and entertainment 
for e verybody . And we'd be working a four day week. Go and play 
the other three days. And I'm not dreaming, I'm facing facts. 

I m ignoring for the moment, the fact that this society is 
dehumanising, brutal and selfish. Just for this article. You 
rave on all the time about these things and you get accused of 
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usefulness and does nothing but cause a great deal of unnecess- 
ary suffering. MONEY. Because of money food gets dumped while 
millions of people starve. MONEY. The poor go to jail and the 
rich get a lawyer. MONEY. The owner of a factory would rather 
have a polluted river than pay for the expense of an effective 
filter system. In Amerika there are farmers who are psid NOT to 
grow food. I presume they use some of this money to buy food for 
themselves. Good joke isn't it. 

Money is not really neccessary. To most people it's not an 
incentive, it's an obstacle. After all, we go to work to earn 
money. Money to pay the rent, to buy food, electricity, to pay 

d w Ct ?? S v t0 ^ buy P® tro1 * A11 these things should be free. Transport 
shouid be free. Why should I pay rent for my house? I'm the ohe 

? s in it. Why can't I just walk into a supermarket and 

take the food I need. Why should I have to buy it? There's enuff 
for everyone. Why can't I just walk into a shop and take a rec- 
ord home without giving anything more for it than a smile? If 
there was no moneythe artist would *nt have to worry about survi- 




~Ving and would still recieve the gratification of knowing that 
someone wanted to listen to their music.. Free access to every- 
thing you need. . 

Money isn't needed. People will co— operate to achieve what the- 
y want once they realise that everyone is really in the same sit* 
uAtion. Everyohe has their own human needs, fears and desires 
that they go about trying to satisfy in their own way. 

The people who work for TREASON do not get paid. Within the 
TREASON group is an incredibly wide range of personalities. Obv- 
iously this, means that each person has their own ideas as to wha 
t is important and what needs to be done. At times there are 
conflicting beliefs over certain topics. Yet because there is no 
attempt to make one person adopt anothers view, the different 
attitudes work together to achieve the common goal. Where we 
agree we work together. Where we don’t, we work alone, or in 
smaller groups. Someone has a car. Someone else has access to a ( 
press. Each individual has their own abilities or resources, 
which are contributed towards the common goal of producing an 
Anarchist magazine. 

Why don't YOU become involved in the process of spreading 
Anarchist ideas? Contribute an. article, or an opinion or a 
review. Help to distribute the next issue. The more people we 
reach the more effective we’ll be. — ^ <1 ^ 
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Born into a world 
nothing to gain 
nothing to lose, 
servants to those who use 
you, as they used the ones 
before , 

never giving rest 
they need so much more. 
Situation changes 
but remains the same, 
to those who do not 
know you 

your just another name, 
there’s no flesh on your 
bones 

no blood in your veins, 
freedom's just another word 
for those no longer sane. 
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anarchy in the U.K. 

Here's a quote from the Herald Correspondent in Liverpool dated 
7th July. 

"The police all through these violent hours looked so vulnerable, 
so incongruously exposed as they formed lines across the road 
and sheltered behind thin clear plastic riot shields. It was 
pathetic - the bobbies in the bobby helmets wracked with fear as 
barrage after barrage of bricks and concrete slabs and petrol 
bombs rained down on them." 




It's such a shame for these poor bobbies that after years of 
heavying the unemployed blacks and whites in Toxteth that they're 
finally deciding not to take it anymore and are fighting back. 
Someone has to be blamed and you can bet it's not the Government. 
Scapegoats must be found to take public attention away from the 
Governments responsibility for the issues which caused these 
people to lose their temper. Issues such as high rental for 
damp slum houses, high unemployment (50%-60%) and continual 
harrassment from the police. 



And so we watch the centre of a crumbled empire collapsing 
under the weight of its own lies. For let there be no doubt 
that the pressures that are attacking their institutions are 
the result of Englands loathsome, exploitative imperialist past. 
English imperialism is like a cancer, which, once it can find 
no other source of food, must turn and devour itself. 




The press called the present disturbances, 'Race Riots' at 
first. But after seeing blacks and whites, night after night 
on the TV screen, battling the police, setting up barricades, 
looting the stores, well, it became so obvious even to the 
media that this is not a 'race' question, that they stopped 
bothering with t hat lie. 

So what remains. The press have 'castigated the parents of the 
children fighting the police, and so does TREASON. Why aren't 
the parents on the streets too 9 They should be leading the fight 
setting an example. 



When it comes to confronting authority we should learn quickly 
which side we are on because ultimately the fence will come crash- 
ing down. Right now the media are using their phony morality to 
applaud the "extra4control" measures used on these "anti-social 
individuals" who spoil the bliss of living in capitalism for the 
'St of us. 




Tonight I heard mention that a 'special court' has been set up 
for those arrested. Certainly. No doubt 'special' laws are 
under way. And 'special' police. And how about 'special' 
places of detention. In Chile they use football stadiums. 

Some of our comrades in England have been raided by the police 
in connection with the Brixton riots. As far as .we know they 
haven't charged anyone on the grounds of being an anarchist but 
then who knows when the freedom of speech law will be scrapped. 

An address will be published to send support for those arrested 
during the riots next issue. 

MAZ + RAT 

A VISIT TO — ~ 
CHERBOURG 

In late May this year I visited Cherbourg Aboriginal Reserve 
about 250 km north of Brisbane. Two friends, 2 children and 
myself, Andrew, travelled to the reserve with 2 aboriginal 
friends we know through involvement with Aboriginal support 
groups, their four children and two aboriginal friends. Cher- 
bourg reserve was established in 1904 and has a population of 
about 3,000. 1 jj& j 

One of our friends had lived at Cherbourg until the age of 16, 
and, even though we were going to visit his mother, he was 
required to ring the reserve to obtain permission before we 
could enter. 

Cherbourg, like <all Aboriginal reserves in Queensland is gover- 
ned by the Queensland Aborigines Act 1971* Under this act the 
reserves are completely controlled by a white manager appointed 
by the State Dept, of Aboriginal Affairs. An aboriginal person 
living on the reserve must get permission from the manager to 
leave and any visitors (even relatives) wishing to enter the 
reserve must also have permission. 

The day we arrived it was raining heavily. The house we were 
visiting was a completely unlined weatherboard shack. There 
were 2 families living in 3 rooms, with no glass windows, no 
ceiling, the interior dividing walls went only 2/3rds of the way 
to the roof,- there were 2" gaps in the walls and the roof leaked 
badly. The kitchen had only a smoky old wood stove. The open 
laundry, toilet and shower were separate from the house; there 
was no hot water. Dinner for everyone in the house on our first 
night there was a piece of toast and an orange. 

These conditions are typical for people living on the reserves. 
All housing is controlled by the manager. People can be told to 
move to a different house or thrown out altogether with no not- 
ice, this often means whole families are forced to move in toge- 
ther and share the one house. 




The people on the reserve have virtually no access to employment. 
There are a few jobs in the local store which is controlled by 
the manager; the police employ a covple of people; and occas 
ionally contracters visit the reserve and take people to work at 
ringbarking for below award wages. Killing trees is sopl-destroy 
ing work for Aboriginals with respect and feeling for the land, 
as the basis of their culture. Everyone else on the reserve is 
dependant on Social Security payments for survival. By no means 
is everyone receiving them, some do not have birth certificates 
or are forced to change address or leave for a time to try to 
find a better life, so they are ''thrown off benefits. The local 
social security and C.E.S. have a great deal of power oyer people 
who are denied benefit unjustly, as they are not f anuliar ™^h 
the processes involved to appeal. As a result of this situation 
of control by white people, there are usually 1 ^ or so people 
in a house, trying to live off the benefits of one or two and 
the occas ional underpaid days work. Rent is charged for the 
"housing" and the money for food runs out long before the next 
Cheque arrives. Meals are cooked and served from the youngest 
up; if there i‘s not enough then the adults miss out. All fruit 
is kept for the children. When other food runs out, meals are 
reduced to bread and golden syrup and finally to damper made 
from the sack of white flour kept for the occassion. Many 
adults with children live on damper and black tea most of their 
lives . 

Even for people who flee the reserves to Brisbane that is the 
situation. While I was in Brisbane before visiting the reserve, 

I visited Aboriginal people in Musgrove Park which has always 
been a traditional meeting place for them. The situation here 
was no better. Obliteration by alcohol is their only option. 



Cherbourg is actually the showpiece reserve of Queensland. 

-•here, is a "dignitaries-and-tourist" route of 4 streets arrang- 
ed in a square around the reserve. On this route is the only 
score, a petrol pump, the white manager's office, teachers and 
nurses, the hospital, school and some new Aboriginal housing. 
These are the only paved streets 'in the whole reserve. This 
cynical hollywood type facade has been carried to such an ext- 
ent that there are actually houses, (similar to the one we 
stayed in) facing onto these streets, which have' been given a 
new front, with glass windows and verandahs, and no other 
changes inside or at the back at all! 

Under the Queensland Aborigines Act 1971 elections can be held 
to elect an Aboriginal council or the white manager can appoint 
this council; the second option is what usually happens. There 
is 1 white policeman at Cherbourg and 2 or $ aboriginals have 
been recruited. The incentive of slightly better housing and 
some wages are used to try to divide the Aboriginal community. 
Any Aboriginal who makes an attempt to speak out about the 
conditions, or tries to help organise people living in the res- 
erves, is moved to the worst housing, harrassed by the police, 
or thrown off the reserve completely. There, is a special jail 
compound within the reserve where people can.' be locked up under 
special legal ^proceedings in the Qld. Act. There are plans for. 

the abolition of the Queensland Aboriginal Act, yet ’it is to 
be replacedby a new one which means that there will no longer 
be a reserye on. this land and white business ventures will be 
able to lease. "fch e land* Also whites will be able to settle in 
this area ana''i'he Aboriginal people will be pushed out. 

Eight; now at Cherbourg people are literally starving. Diseases 
caused by malnutrition and exposure to the weather are often 
fatal. Suicide and alcoholism are common. This is not South 
Africa, not India, not Asia but Australia: the country that we 
are living in. We are all responsible for this and if we don't 
become part of the solution we remain part of the problem. I am 
convinced that the resources to provide adequate living condit- 
ions for the people of the reserve would cost next to nothing 
for this country. 

The hidden, oppressive' and hopeless nature of peoples' lives 
is caused by deliberate neglect and a desire to destroy Aborig- 
ines as a strong and identifiable group of people. The Aborig- 
inal peopife had this land stolen from them. The only way ta 
break the cycle of despair in which they now live is to grant 
‘real and total' land rights, and to give compensation for the 
years of brutality. Also support for the building up of comm- 
unities under Aboriginal control. Australia's first people 
deserve the means for a life with a future; not the slow but 
deliberate genocide that continues under the white occupation. 

- Andrew 



FOR THE 'IRON COLUNN’ (36-39) 

Greens and yellows . 
dancing breeze, mingling 
red and black cloth, 
wine and bread, spread 
on parched earth. 

Blood and flesh 
giving way, head 
piercing, no control 
sorrows, regrets, 
rememberance . . . 
pride not lost. 

-Gary 

DEAR TREASON, 

A few comments I'd like to make concerning "Shoplift" in the 
Nay edition of Treason. 

The article, which by the way (for those not aware) is a rep- 
roduction of' a poster produced by some anarch '£ in Sydney, a 
few years ago, encourages the right spirit, ie. rip off the 
rip off merchant monopolies who own the supermarkets. But the 
poster itself does little to actually divulge the best techniqu- 
es of shoplifting, for individuals who may be new to this past- 
ime. I believe I can offer some helpful hints. 

Now, I don't profess to know all the tricks, so hopefully 
others may wish to share their know-how in future issues. How- 
ever I'd like to say that the method presented in the picture, 
of someone placing a commodity into a shoulder bag, isn't advis- 
able unless the item/s happen to be placed on display outside 
the store. Grab and run I call it. It helps to have an escape 
route worked out and to be a good runner. And take a good look 
along both ends of the street first to make sure there aren't 
any pigs about. 

But if you happen to be inside the supermarket, it's bad 
strategy to put anything you don't intend to buy into a bag. 

Most stores have a sign stating that customers may be required 
to open up their bags and show the cashiers the contents before 
leaving the shop. It's far better to wear a thick coat, perhaps 
with an inside pocket or two, as it will arouse far less suspic- 
ion than a bag. 

I'm not saying that if you intend to shoplift you should 'nt 
take a bag along, just don't put anything in it that you intend 
to expropriate. Smaller items often fit quite well ^down the 
inside of your pants waistline, but make sure your wearing under- 
pants! Rubber boots are good for shoplifting too. Women can 
also put some items inside their bra's, if they happen to wear 
them. 

It may even be a good strategy to take a bag into the store, 
not to fill up with free goodies, but to keep empty and maybe 
place in it a token item or two that you may have purchased 
while you were in the store. Then if they ask to look in your 
bag you can say, "sure, go ahead" and they'll find nothing, cos 
the free goodies will be in your clothing. 




Don't be too scared of the closed circuit camera's as most of x 
them are there for bluff, it's unlikely that all of those camer- 
as have someone looking thru them all the time. (I feel that I 
should add that those convex mirrors are there for bluff also., 
they're actually totally useless - typists note). Another good 
shoplifting strategy is to go to the store a quarter of an hour 
or so before closing time, especially during late nite shopping, ^ 
Friday afternoons or Saturday mornings. At times like these, the 
staff will be least vigilant, as their main concern will be to 
get the hell out of jhere as fast as they can and go home. 

The only rule is to be careful and above all DON'T GET CAUGHT. 

* * * * * * * 

Just a few comments on the terrorism debate. I'm inclined to 
agree with criticism of the elitism and vanguardism of Marxist- 
Leninist groups such as the RAF, Red Brigades, etc. These groups 
should be models of how not to make a revolution because of 
their hierarchical military type internal structure, their fan- 
atical love of violence, and the fact that they intend to replace 
the capitalist state with a stalinist/maoist type of government. 

However, the ami-authoritarian left shouldn't completely 
reject guerilla tactics just because groups with whom we disagree 

with happen to practice it. I do believe that ultimately, an 
anarchist socialist "system" can be established through armed 
class warfare. But we at the moment in Australia are a hell of 
a long way from the point where armed struggle is a good or 
relevant tactic. 

I feel that Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, an anarchist black prisoner 
in the USA, makes some relevant comments in his booklet "Anarch- 
ism and the Black Revolution". While his comments are mainly 
concerned with the USA's black community, I feel that they are 
equally relevant to us in the here and now. 

"I am not advocating immediate guerilla warfare especially 
when there is no mass base of support for these activities. 

What I am advocating is armed self defense and knowledge of tac-‘ 
tics to resist military agression against the (black) community 
It is an unfortunate fact that among large sections of the 
left & black community to condemn the study of military skills 
as premature and adventuristic, or on the other hand, to cast 
oneself into a blind fury of kidnappings, bank expropriations, 
bombings or plane hi-jackings. Too many people have a death 
trip approach to guns... they assume that if you acquire one, 
then you should prove your convictions via a suicidal shootout 
m the streets. It does' nt have to be that way." 




Quentin. 



AT THE C.E.S. 



Their faces will grow longer 
with their days. The fragile hope 
that shines in the faces of these 
ewly unemployed will soon dim 
to misgivihg, then despair. 

Each day they scan the noticeboards , 
thinking, "Surely there is something 
here for me." Occasionally, one 
of them seizes on something, carries 
it in triumph to the desk, only ■ 

to be told, "They want someone with experience. • or 
"They want someone who can speak s 
the language. Come back tomorrow. 

There may be something then." Even 

more occasionally, one dashes out, 

papers in hand, to an urgent 

interview, that light of hope rekindled 

in the eye, only to return, 

face longer than before, more used 

to staring into emptiness 

in hope of- what? In the end 

hope itself will abandon them, 

they will give themselves over 

to the boredom, th,e listlessness, 

the resignation of living on the dole. 

— Steve • 




H-BLOCK & IRA 
INTERVIEW 

This is an interview with Barry Hughes, spokesperson for the 
H-Block Committee which has been picketing British Airways in 
Melbourne for 4 years. Before you read the interview here is 
a auote about conditions of Irish Republican prisoners 'on the 
blanket' in Long Kesh in Northern Ireland. 

"You become more and more depressed. For days your thoughts 
have been the kame, a mass of fear, fearing what lies ahead. 
Consider being in that frame of mind every day! Knowing in 
your mind that you are to be beaten nearly senseless, forcibly 
bathed or held down to have your back passage examined ahd 
probed. These things are common facts of everyday H-Block life. 

'It is inconceivable to try to imagine what an eighteen year 
old naked lad goes through when a dozen or so screws literally 
slaughter him with batons, boots and punches while dragging him 
by the hair along a corridor or when they squeeze his privates 
until he collapses, or throw scalding water around his naked 
body. ' ..." 

TREASON: Barry, perhaps you could tell us what the picket is 

about? 

BARRY: This picket has been existing for the past four years. 

It started when political prisoners in Northern Ireland were 
denied political status. 

TREASON: Do you thinkit's had any effect? 

BARRY: Well, in the last six months we've handed out seventy 

thousand leaflets explaining the situation in North-Eastern 
Ireland., so I believe we've had some effect. Plus we've had 
lots of media response, so a lot of people around Australia 
have in fact .learned about H-block, who otherwise would not. 
TREASON: The media response has been typically shallow though, 

could you really say you've gained anything thru it? 

BARRY: Well, we don't expect to gain too much 'thru the media 

such as we have in Australia, because it's controlled by two or 
three people such as Rupert Murdoch. But we still must try to 
get our point of view across. 

TREASON: Most people in Australia have the impression that the 

IRA is a body that attacks working class people of Loyalist 
persuasion, and that, as far as I can see, is the main reason 
for the general lack of sympathy. 

BARRY: .1' think the lack of sympathy comes from a lack of know- 

ledge about what's happening in North-Eastern Ireland. We have 
a British government, which is a capitalist and imperialist gov- 
ernment that is pushing it's will on the Irish people. The 
Iri$h people have never had the right of self-determination., 
but, the IRA has never attacked the working class in Britain, 
they've never attacked the working class whatsoever. Their 
struggle is against the British Imperialism. They attack comm- 
ercial targets, they attack the British army. 

TREASON: A couple of years ago though there were were a number 

of bombs planted in pubs, weren't there? 

BARRY: There were several bombs planted in pubs. That was a 

last resort action to bring attention, world attention, to what 



was happening. The British government had, for over two and a 
half years at that time, refused to acknowledge the fact that 
there was a war going on, although there were forty-seven thous- 
and troops in North-Eastern Ireland. So that was one of the 
reasons why these things were done. These are neces-sary parts 
of war. 

TREASON: You would still maintain that they've never attacked 

the British working class though? 

BARRY: Not the working class as such.. The hotels that were 

bombed were where British soldiers drank, they were near Brit- 
ish army bases, in Britain, and these bombs were put there with 
warnings to evacuate, as has happened in all the. bombing siuat- 
ions in North-Eastern Ireland, where over ninety percent of the 
warnings have been successful. The few that have gone off and 
injured people, those were accidents. But we never- purposefully 
attack the working class, b’ecause it would be used against us. 
TREASON: What comment do you have on the letterbombings in 

England? 

BARRY: These were all sent to prominant politicians. Politic- 

ians who had sat back on the fence and done nothing. 

TREASON: But obviously the politicians themselvfes wouldn't rec- 

eive the bombs, it would be their staff that would be coming 
under attack. 

BARRY: Not necessarily. Most of these bombs that are sent, 

they know they won't even get through the mail, because they 
have a strict security, they're merely to deep highlighting the 
plight of the people in North-Eastern Ireland. 

TREASON: So it doesn't matter if the bomb goes off , or not? 

BARRY: The fact is that they are still being constantly atta- 

cked and made aware of what is happening in N.E. Ireland. Many 
politicians in Australia have also sat on the fence and said 
nothing, they know what's going on over there, they know it's 
wrong, but they're part of the system too. 

TREASON: Hmm. Another thing which occurs to a lot of people, 

is that Southern Ireland is one of the most reactionary states 
in Europe, it must be the only place in Europe where contracep- 
tion is illegal, so they feel they can understand why the Ulster 
loyalists don't want to belong to a state like that. 

BARRY: This is what the republican movement is fighting for. 

They're fighting for a socialist workers republic, a democratic 
republic. We don't intend to walk hand in hand with what they're 
doing in Southern Ireland. The republican movement is a social- 
ist organisation that is fighting to build a socialist republic 
of Ireland not to build another state such as they have in the 
south of Ireland. People like George Hawkey who rode to power 
on the back of the republican movement, once he got into power, 
he refused to remember the fact that he was supposed to be a 
republican and did nothing to help the republican movement. He 
put himself up as a socialist, yet he joined the capitalist 
class. This has been our greatest problem, to get across the 
fact that we are a socialist organisation. 

TREASON: To what extent is the IRA also a Catholic organisation? 

BARRY: A lot of them may have been born Catholics, but they're 

not necessarily practising Catholics., but I can't see why any- 
one could say that if your a Catholic you can't be a socialist. 

So these men are socialist first and foremost. 



TREASON: What do you think the chances are of the Catholic and 

Protestant working class uniting after the army goes? Do you 
think there* s too great a division? 

Barry: 

There is a very large division... I mean you have racists and 
bigots like Ian Paisley and Enoch Powell, who are representative 
of these people, who advocate genocide, mass genocide. 

.... But, these people who are protestant, they're in the same 
position as we are, ;Ln the past year or so ten thousand people 
have been sacked from the shipyards. 

TREASON: You talk about the IRA wanting to make Ireland a 

socialist workers republic, would you say that the IRA is a 
marxist-leninist organisation, or what does 'socialist' mean 
in this context? 

BARRY: It means freedom of speech, freedom to believe in what 

you believe in, freedom to practise your religion. There are 
several factions within the IRA, leninists, trotskyists, at the 
moment it's not clear who are the leaders. There are several 
other organisations, as you have here in Australia, where you 
have left wing groups with different ideologies, but they are 
all still fighting for the same cause, a united, socialist rep- 
ublic and after that is attained, these things can be sorted 
out . 

TREASON: What's the difference between the IRA and the INLA? 
BARRY: When the British troops first moved in, the problem was 
that the people in N-E Ireland were not being defended, the 
Nationalists . were being attacked by the police force, the part- 
time police force, they were attacked by the loyalists, who had 
weapons, people who were Catholic could not obtain a gun licence, 
we needed protection, we needed to survive., when your attacked 
these are the things you have to do. So this was the cause of 
the split. We had one faction saying that we needed to build a 
revolutionary struggle and on the other side we had the IRA 
springing up, getting itself arms, building itself into a rev- 
olutionary organisation and defending the nationalist people. 

But, the INLA have now seen that they do have to survive, so 
they've taken up the armed struggle as well. 

TREASON: Do you think the 'armed struggle' has damaged your 
movements image at all? You don't think perhaps that people 
have been put off by the violence, rather than becoming symp- 
athetic? 

BARRY: Anyone who has lived in N-E Ireland does'nt want viol- 

ence, the violence is something that effects everyone. The last 
thing we want is violence. We'd love to be able to say to Brit- 
ain, "Would you please leave Ireland, would you please take 
your oppressive laws with you, would you please take your conc- 
entration camps with you, would you please take your racists 
police force with you, will you please take your soldiers off 
our streets." But we can't. 

TREASON: Why do they continue to maintain troops in Ireland, 

in your opinion? 

BARRY: They are there to protect their monetary interests, 

first and foremost. That is the reason they are there. 

TREASON: What are the monetary interests that they're protect- 

ing? 



BARKY : They have shipyards there . They have the government that 

is set up by them, the northern Ireland seats keep the British 
labour party in check, it keeps the conservative party in ascend- 
ancy with it's twelve votes. 

TREASON: It's been suggested that one reason the armies there 

is to practice in case of revolution in England, and that they* 
re using Northern Ireland as a training ground. 

BARRY: Well we know that for a fact, that they are using Ire- 

land as a training ground for problems such have arisen lately, 
like the Brixton riots, where you have race riots, that is, they 
call them race riots, .but this was a working class area, hit by 
unemployment, voicing their dissapproval ht what's happening to 
them. The lack of opportunity's, the lack of work, the problem 
is exactly the same as in Ireland. In fact, Australia has been 
sending troops over on exchange programs. We're not sure if 
these troops have been used on the streets of Belfast. We know 
that ASIO and the federal police force have exchanged troops. A 
lot of the work done in North Eastern Ireland ip the interrog- 
ation centers are done- by federal police, and fifty percent of 
them are exchanged units., we don't know if Australians are par- 
ticipating, because they fear the same troubles arising here. 
TREASON: After WW11 however, Britain lost most of it's colonies 

and ' possessions , so why are they still hanging on to Ireland? 
BARRY: They see it as being the last link of their empire, which 

is fading away, but also they see their main/ threat as being the 
Irish working class defeating them. Now, if the working class 
in Ireland can defeat them, the working class in Scotland can 
defeat them, the working class in Wales can defeat them, and* the 
working class in England itself can defeat them. 

TREASON: Supposing the army pulls out, how are you going to 

persuade remaining loyalists to work for a united Ireland? 

BARRY: What the IRA has demanded, is that the, British give an 

'intention to withdraw', stating a date of withdrawal. This is 
a partial withdrawal, not a complete- jump out oi tne situation. 

We believe that they will withdraw to their barracks firstly. 
There will of course be bloodletting, but I believe that the 
people of N-E Ireland who have gone through the last 13 years 
of war, will get together and work out new philosophies and 
programs, for themselves. The provo movement want to set up an 
all Ireland Government, based on the four provinces. These will 
be governed jointly by the Irish people, not as it is now, with 
a parliament in the north and one in the south. 

TREASON: It seems to me that you'll inherit Englands problem 

in reverse, you'll be left with a hostile loyalist minority in 
the north. 

BARRY: That's another problem, to educate the loyalists, the 

loyalist working class, that they are working class and not any 
better than we are. You see, in N-E Ireland the loyalists have 
always had ascerYdancy, the imperialist powers have controlled 
these people all their lives, these people who are working 
class, are voting conservative. We have to educate them. We 
have educated quite a lot of them. Recently, two people who 
were loyalists have joined the republican movement. There was 
a guy called Ronnie Bunting who was assasinated. He was a 
protestant, his father was one of the foremost loyalists in the 
government, and advocated mass genocide. He joined the republic- 
an movement, but he was assasinated. There are many others. 
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There was a guy who was in Australia recently to highlight the 
republican movement. He was a loyalist and a protestant, but he 
came to see himself as a socialist first and foremost. We are 
gradually breaking ground. And only recently the UI)A*have said 
that the men in H-Block should be given political status. They 
themselves are learning that this is a working class struggles 
against an imperialist state. 

TREASON: Why was the H-Block committee set up? 

BARRY: The H-Block committee was set up to highlight the plight 
of the prisoners in Long Kesh. These men have been naked in their 
cells for over five years. But for four years it was going on 
unheeded. The hunger strikes were a last resort to bring it out 
in the open. Britain has always tried to hide the fact, ’(these 
people were being categorised as criminals), that these people 
refused to accept the 'criminalisation policy. 

TREASON: They had political status once did'nt they? 

" BARRY: They had. In fact w<e still have political status in parts 

of Long Kesh. It's just the people convicted after 1974- who are 
being told that they are criminals. People _ convicted before that 
are treated as political prisoners. The women almost have pol- 
itical status. They have the right to free association ^nd to 
wear their own clothes. In this situation Britain has just ref- 
used to give itself room to negotiate.' All they were demanding 
were priso*n reforms, if they had been granted things wouldn't* 
ha ve got to this stage. , . . . . 

nfc U»sVer- Defence 
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1 Michael Bakunin the patron saint of all anarcho-megalomaniacs, 
conce came up with a superb epigram; "Revolution is- but speeded 
uup e vo lut ion." 




TThat slogan has always given me confidence in my goals as an 
^anarchist and I have always been comforted in the knowledge that 
eeven anarchist pioneers have seen that revolution and evolution 
must be linked, in order for progress to triumph over nihilism. 

Nihilism to me, is everything in the anarchist movement which 
sseeks to negate co-operative endeavour. Nihilism is the extr- 
eme which plays into the hands of the oppressors. Nihilism is 
tthe enemy of movements. Nihilism will get you nowhere. 

And yet, without nihilism, anarchism lacks an important element. 
.Anarchism would be the positive Ying without its negative Yang, 
lit would be a sun which casts no shadow. In short, Anarchism 
would have lost its conscience its' Devil's advocate and its 
sspiritual depth. 

^Anarchism is not, nor will it ever be a wholly respectable 
^philosophy. However, it has been, and is, and will be ar\ 
^effective one. I think that the acceptance which anarchism 
ogives for diversity is the main reason that it represents the 
jmost stable form of belief. The emphasis on maximum freedom for 
tthe Individual and the tradition of skepticism of all dogma and 
tthe rejection of any forms of authority has meant that anarchism 
vwill always survive and often flourish (though, as I am about to 
ypoint out, often imperfectly). 



^Groups of individuals, like the members of the Treason collective 
get together in their attempts to harness the spirit of anarchy.. 
We form a collective and thus institutionalise anarchy. We 
compromise our egos and pool our resources and create, from chaos 
Anarchy. We hope, that by our example others do likewise and 
that all those individuals out there realise that they are not 
alone and that they are part of a movement. We are ever-mindful 
that we are a small group and that there are a thousand dangers 
awaiting us - one in particular is that we are a fringe group 
(and therefore vulnerable to attacks from the status quo). But 
what is society if not a collection of fringe groups? We are 
perhaps unique in that our philosophy acknowledges no masters 
and we are, at least collectively, loyal to no-one and nothing 
except those things which are compatable with our visions of 
reality. 

This is where, I think, the greatest danger lies for anarchists 
(although often it is also a great strength). In our rejection 
of prejudice and dogma we are prejudiced and dogmatic. In our 
humanitarian tolerance we can be misanthropically intolerant. In 
our urge to hasten the glorious revolution we lose sight of how 
we could be safely, wisely and prudently building a solid found- 
ation. 



Practical anarchism must come first in the building of a genuine 
anarchist movement. A group can exist as a political "talking 
shop" for a while but it will not get very far. Why? Because 
'it leaves no legacy. There is little continuity. What is worse 
the politics quickly degenerates into the politics of the moment 
Long term objectives are ignored, and the vision of society fades 
because the group members settle for the short term substitute. 

During the 1970's Anarchism as an institution suffered enormous 
se/fcbacks in Australia as well as all around the world. Splits 
followed splits and the thriving movements which had grown up 

in the late sixties fell apart. Why? Because the movements 
were political, confrontationist and youth-dominated. No left- 
wing group of any size managed to adapt from being a protest- 
type group into a group which could slowly but conscientiously 
develop economic forms which could successfully challenge those 
of capitalist or state-capitalist systems. In short we were 
beaten and still are being beaten, by bureaucrats. One of the 
main reasons for this was that it was a lot easier to play at 
being radical than tp compromise with the system by establishing 
co-operatives. Admittedly, the prospects of establishing co-ops 
collectives and communes in spcieties where our enemies are rich 
and powerful and we are poor and weak, is not very good. However 
it is the only hope we have. An economic challenge is the only 
challenge which will bring down THE STATE. But during the tran- 
sition (and that transition will take a long time indeed) we 
will all have to compromise with the state. We will have to 
work within the guidelines of each society in which we live. 

We will have to (generally) obey the laws until we are in a pos- 
ition to alter, accept or- abolish them, according to the wishes 
of our society. 

Until we work for ourselves we must all be part of the master/ 
slave system. Until we have set up a completely self-sufficient 
system of self-government (which will require a strong anarchist 
economy to sustain it) we must realise that "smash the state!" 
is just an ampty cliche - a piece of wishful thinking. 

Now is the' time for all of us to begin to think about all instit 
utions in our society and how we are going to work with them in 
order to attain anything resembling a free and just society. 

- Red Bingham. 




PR 



IA<Bt I* cAt 



£5Z1 AH 





Hi there boys and girls! This issue of practical Anarchy smarts 
off with some advice about junk mail. Quite often this garbage 
comes in an envelope with a little mark saying •' POSTAGE PA!iQ IN 
AUSTRALIA' instead of having a stamp. This means that if you 
keep the envelope, you can send your own private mail thru Uie 
post at no extra cost to yourself. You should keep all the en- 
velopes for re-use anyway, just stick a b.lank bit of paper over 
the old address for a clean start. 



COMPACT 

Changing your address? Now is the time to join a -, ie ? Qr< ^ 
under a different name. You know the sort of deal - Jp ’ . 
buy your first record for ninety nine cents and spen e 
of your life buying records off them for the usual ieipp-o ^ 

prices. You can get that ninety nine cent record without iui 
lling the rest of the coxitract by joining under a false name & 
having no forwarding address. 

SUPPLIED FREE 

There is such a thing as a free meal, as long as you eat it the 
-re. When shopping at Coles or Woolies or any of those other 
dumps, it's quite easy to stuff your face as you push your 
trolley down the aisles. As long as you appear to be a normal 
shopper filling your trolley with their pre-packed goodies they 
won’t disturb you. ’(Then when your limshed eating, leave the 
cart somewhere and buy a box of matches as you go out. 



FULL MANUFACTURER’S 



WARRANTY 




Do you have a subscriber card., student or unemployment card or 
some other little device which entitles you to discounts at 
shops, theatres, dances or what ever?' Don 1 1 be selfish. That 
card has the potential for a great deal more use than you can 
ever get out of it. Share it around, lend it out. And if you've 
bought a 'day tripper' that you've finished with early in the 
day » don't forget to leave it in a prominent place when you 
get out so that someone else can use it. 



Now that winter is upon us, it's often too cold to go out at 
night. DON'T TOUCH THAT T.V SET!! Resist. You can do it. Why 
don* 1 1 you learn how to play a musical instrument. Or write a 
letter. Anything but that electronic mind rotter. Think your 
immune to it? HA! Eor every piece of idiot/sexist/authoritarian 
/racist/whatever piece of bullshit that you sneer at, at least 
three more subliminal pieces of propaganda have slipped past 
your consciousness . 



The most important thing you could possibly do right now is to 
help to promote TREASON. Do you have an idea, an opinion, a 
plan, anything at all in that braip of yours? Send it in. Even 
criticisim. We can take it. We have nothing else to do. Just 
as importantly, we need help in distributing the damn things. 
Communication and the exchange, of information are two of Anar- 
chy^ greatest weapons. Write in to TREASON and offer to- dis- 
tribute, ten twenty, however many you feel up to. You don't 
have to hand them out to people. Leave one lying around work, 
bus-stops, waiting rooms, laundromats, (people will read an y- 
thing in a laundromat) 

Sick of buying wasteful tampons and pads? Make your own using 

a strip of cotton wool wrapped in clean cotton rags. Throw 
.away the wool (on the compost heap of course) and wash the 

rags for re-use. 




ANMOy NOW t!H 





